
ORDINANCE NO. 09-23-2025 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 38 ‘SIGNS’ TO ENHANCE THE DEFINITION OF A 

‘POLITICAL SIGN’; TO FURTHER CLARIFY IN SECTION 38-11 (b)(3) AND (b)(7) WHAT MAY BE 

EXEMPTED REGARDING POLITICAL SIGNS; TO ADD A NEW PROVISION IN SECTION 38-11 (c)(11) 

AND AMEND SECTION 38-11 (d)(2) TO PROHIBIT POLITICAL SIGNS ON TRAILERS, ETC.; AND TO 

AMEND SECTION 38-98 (3)(6)(d) TO PROHIBIT ANY ILLUMUNATION OR LIGHT FLASH-TYPE 

SIGNAGE ON RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS (THOUGH SUCH LIGHTING MAY BE PERMITTED 

ON AN EXISTING GRANDFATHERED BUSINESS WITHIN A RESIDENTIAL ZONE);  PROVIDING FOR 

A CUMULATIVE CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY PROVISION; PROVIDING FOR AN 

ENABLING DATE OF ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE CITY SECRETARY TO HAVE THE 

CONTENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE PUBLISHED IN THE CITY OF PALMHURST’S CODE OF 

ORDINANCES; AND INSTRUCTING THE CITY SECRETARY TO PUBLISH THE CAPTION OF THIS 

ORDINANCE IN A NEWSPAPER OF LOCAL CIRCULATION IN ACCORDANCE TO PROTOCOL 

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Palmhurst, Texas adopted Sign Code regulations, as reflected in 

Chapter 38 of its Code of Ordinances, in order to provide a measure of structure when signs are 

proposed within its corporate limits; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Palmhurst, Texas understands that, from time to time, Chapter 

38 ‘Signs’ will have to be amended to update it to reflect the ordained direction from the City 

Council as to what is, and what is not, in the city’s best interests; inclusive of maximizing 

aesthetics; and,   

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Palmhurst, Texas has discerned that it is now in the City’s best 

interests to amend the political sign regulations to remove towering-type of political signs that 

appear so extreme and excessive that it renders the surrounding property as (temporarily) 

unpleasant and diminishes the quality of life standard that the City of Palmhurst has diligently 

worked to establish.     

 
(Note to Codifier: deleted terms and verbiage shall be shown with a strike-through; new terms and verbiage shall be shown 

with a bold/underlined feature; prior to codification, please delete these features since such is shown simply for fuller 

comprehension.) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALMHURST, 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO, STATE OF TEXAS, THAT: 

 



1. The declarations in this ordinance’s preamble are hereby adopted in their entirety as 

reflecting the intent of the City Council’s action to adopt the amendatory provisions to 

Chapter 38 ‘Signs’ of the City of Palmhursts’ Code of Ordinances. 

 

2. Chapter 38 ‘Signs’, Section 38-10 ‘Sign Types’ shall be amended as follows: 

 

Political Sign means any temporary sign whose sole purpose is the transmittal of 

information concerning an upcoming political issue, election, or campaign, or a public 

issue of potential concern to the community as a whole, except when such sign is affixed 

to a permanent sign structure such as an outdoor advertising billboard. It is noted 

herein that political signs are prohibited on tractor trailers, components of such 

trailers or similar containers of any type or material. 

 

3. Exempted signs reflected in Section 38-11 (b)(3) and (b)(7) under ‘Sign Classifications’ 

shall be amended as follows: 

   

(3) Temporary political signs, unless on a trailer; see subsection (d) of this section. 

 

(7)  Signs placed on the sides of a motor vehicle, unless the vehicle is used as a 

stationary sign support.  Note: political signs may be affixed to the sides of a motor 

vehicle when such vehicle intermittently is used for travel or transportation; however, 

it is prohibited to have such motor vehicle be a stationary sign support while 

displaying political signs.  

 

4. Section 38-11 (c)(11) under ‘Sign Classifications’ is a new provision under prohibited 

signs; to read as follows: 

 

(11) A political sign that is on a tractor trailer, components of such trailers or similar 

containers of any type or material. 

 

5. Section 38-11 (d)(2) under ‘Sign Classifications’ shall be amended as follows: 

Political signs: Temporary political signs may be placed in all zoning districts; however, 

such signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way or any railroad right-of-way, and 

any political sign(s) of any size are prohibited to be displayed on a tractor trailer, 

components of such trailers or similar containers of any type or material. Except for 

polling places, political signs shall be placed at 25-foot intervals from each other and 

removed within 15 days following the election for which the sign is posted.  Political 

signs at polling places shall be removed immediately after the polls close.  Political signs 



four feet by eight feet or larger shall not be placed within the city limits prior to 60 days 

before the election; if such signs are placed prior to the 60-day tenure, a $50.00 per sign 

fee shall be imposed to the candidate.  If after the 15-day tenure the signs are not 

removed, the city may reve the signs and levy a $25.00 per sign fee for signs that are 

less than four square feet and a $50.00 fee for signs that are above four square feet in 

size to the candidate.  

 

6. Section 38-98 (3)(6)(d) shall be amended as follows: 

 

Unless on an existing grandfathered business within a residential zoning district, no 

sign or part of any sign in the residential districts shall move, flash, rotate or change its 

illumination ever have any sign that illuminates and/or flashes light(s); this includes 

any accent/directional lighting that results in illuminating a sign.  Temporary holiday 

decorations are permitted. 

 

7. Should there be any regulation, provision, phrase, section or similar measure 

determined to be unconstitutional or deemed invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, then all other remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

8. Should there be a regulation, provision, section or similar measure that may be in 

conflict with any provision, policy, or regulation as set forth by this ordinance, then the 

provisions of this ordinance shall supersede all others. 

 

9. This ordinance and its ordained provisions, regulations, and measures shall be effective 

on September 23rd, 2025 and thereafter; and shall be enabled upon the signature by the 

Mayor of the City of Palmhurst, Texas. 

 

10. The City Secretary of the City of Palmhurst, Texas is hereby instructed to forward the 

signed ordinance to the City’s Codifying firm so that the contents may be promptly 

published in the City of Palmhurst’s Code of Ordinances. 

 

11. The City Secretary of the City of Palmhurst, Texas is instructed to publish the caption of 

this ordinance in a newspaper of local circulation in accordance to policy and protocol. 

 

READ, DISCUSSED, AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALMHURST, 

TEXAS, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, at a 

Regular Meeting called and publicly held at the City of Palmhurst’s City Hall, on this the 23rd day 

of September, 2025.     


